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R 
ibble Creative Stitchers have 
existed in their present form 
for more than 15 years. The 
group usually has between 
25 and 30 members who 
meet once a month just to 
enjoy all things to do with 

textiles. The group is run by a dedicated 
committee who carry out all the day to 
day tasks, but the enthusiastic members 
all help out when and where they can. 
There are no entry requirements, just 
a love of stitch and a desire to learn 
more about all things connected with 
textiles. The members come from all 
around picturesque Lancashire and their 
backgrounds are as diverse as their skills 
and inspirations. Some have had formal 
training in art or craft subjects, others have 
been sewing all their lives, but some of 
the newest members have only taken up 
sewing recently and are eager to learn as 
much as they are able.

The monthly meetings start on a Friday 
evening with a talk, a demonstration, and 
preparation for a workshop, or sometimes 
just a social evening with cake and an 
exchange of ideas or skills. Then, the 
Saturday workshop follows on with a tutor 
leading a practical activity day; however, 
there is no requirement to attend every 
meeting or workshop - members just 
attend the ones which suit them. Because 
Ribble Creative Stitchers is made up of 
people who are interested in many aspects 
of textile art, the workshop programme is 
equally varied and can include activities 
which range from exploring all kinds of 
stitch to dyeing and printing or working 
with recycled papers and metals. Everyone 
takes away a new skill from these 
workshops, some knowledge of new 
materials or just lots of new ideas. The 
workshops are open ended and flexible so 
that everyone can work at their own speed 
and to their own strengths and interests - 
as a result, all the pieces which come out 
of these sessions are as individual as the 
members are. 

A new approach to inspiration for 
many members was to work directly from 
a still life group of ‘Afternoon Tea’ items, 
including fresh cream cakes, which was 
set up by textile artist and tutor, Liliane 
Taylor, for a stitch and applique workshop 
incorporating vintage textiles. By contrast, 
a workshop with Laura Burkinshaw 
from Colourcraft allowed everyone to 
experiment with a wide range of dyes 
and texturing mediums on several 
different fabrics and papers. It was a great 
opportunity to try out some of the many 
new products that have become available 
to textile artists over recent years and 

everyone finds it difficult to keep up to 
date with new materials. 

As well as looking at new materials 
and approaches, some workshops allow 
members to explore traditional techniques 
and skills, such as crewelwork or crazy 
hand sewn patchwork, as in workshops 
with Nicola Hulme, or seeing examples 
of exquisite antique needle cases and 
pin cushions from the Gawthorpe Hall 
textile collection, during an illustrated 
talk by Rachel Terry. This talk gave rise to 
a ‘Needles and Pins’ workshop tutored by 
one of the members who shared ideas and 
skills with members who were then able to 
construct a number of alternative needle 
cases or pin cushions.

Inspiration for each workshop is varied, 
and for a more exotic theme, a sashiko 
workshop was led by Katie Chaplin from 
Japan Crafts, which in turn gave rise 
to another work day entitled ‘Just One 
Colour’. Here, members were not only 
able to develop the sashiko work they 
started with Katie, but were also able 
to explore blackwork and other ideas 
for monochrome pieces. Another exotic 
themed workshop was tutored by Magie 
Relph from the African Fabric Shop which 
gave members a new look at foundation 
patchwork inspired by a beautiful 
collection of African batiks, prints and 
Kente cloths.

To complement practical activities, 
Ribble Creative Stitchers also enjoy an 
outing each year to a show or studio to 
see what other textile artists are creating, 
which helps to keep our ideas up to 
date and moving forward. Whenever it is 
possible, a stand will be taken at a local 
textile event or an exhibition of work will 
be held at a local gallery; these events 
help us to promote the group and to let 
people know where we are based and 
what we do. The members are always 
happy to meet others who might be 
interested in textiles and to encourage 
the next generation to get involved. 
Everyone is welcome at Ribble Creative 
Stitchers to come and see our work and to 
join in whenever possible; the only entry 
requirement is a love of textiles.

Our new website enables people to 
see a display of our work, to get in touch 
or to see the ‘What’s On’ page which 
includes information about textile events 
in our area. In May 2017, Ribble Creative 
Stitchers will be exhibiting at the Haworth 
Art Gallery in Accrington and during that 
time there will be a chance to meet the 
members or join a workshop. Please watch 
the website nearer the time for details. BC

www.ribblecreativestitchers.co.uk
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Their only entry requirement is a love  
of textiles; we meet the group who  

are crazy about all things stitch

Felt and velvet bag  
by Milly Holt

Bouquet batik by Alice 
Hutchinson

Butterflies machine stitch 
by Sandie Maher

Afternoon Tea applique with 
hand stitch by Jane Holmes


